Because I suggest such opposition, it must not be understood that I am against the Bill as a whole. I recognise the necessity of the Truck Acts being amended in order to prevent the continuation of many (hardships to the workers, especially in our textile industries.
I am against this sub-section because it is not a necessary part of such a Bill, and will, if retained in the measure, stop a form of deduction from wages which the workers have freely and intelligently requested employers to make, in order that they and theirs may receive, when needed, in hospitals the benefit of that up-to-date and expert medical and surgical skill which otherwise they could not receive.
We may be told that this difficulty can be got over by nationalising the hospitals. With At the present time our Infirmary waiting list has over 1,300 names on it, owing to the lack of accommodation.
If our income were to be reduced in the way it would be in ease this Bill is passed into law with this sub-section intact, we would be driven, for lack of money, to either close some of the already too few wards or to make a charge for admission to the hospital. In either case large numbers of suffering poor people, who otherwise would receive the benefits of the institution, would have to die for lack of that treatment which they cannot afford to get any other way than in a free hospital such as the Newcastle Infirmary. 
